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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Correspondence of Robert M. T. Hunter, 1826-1876, Volume 

II. Edited by Charles Henry Ambler. Washington, 1918. 

Pp. 381. 

This comprises the twelfth report of the Historical Manuscript 
Commission and is published as the Annual Report of the Amer- 
ican Historical Association for the year 1916. The contents are a 
callendar of papers and addresses by Robert M. T. Hunter here- 
tofore printed, a callendar of letters to and from him printed in 
this volume, and the correspondence of the statesman. The work 
of the author appears to be more of that of a collector than that 
of an editor, for the volume has very little annotation. In the 
short preface the author undertakes to give the place of Robert 
M. T. Hunter in the history of his State and of the nation and to 
evaluate his correspondence. The excuse for such a short sketch 
is that Robert M. T. Hunter did not stand out as a great statesman 
himself but owes his importance to following the leadership of 
John C. Calhoun, and the period in which he lived was one of 
declining influence for his State and later one of civil strife be- 
tween the great sections of the nation. Although he served the 
public almost continuously during the period of thirty years he 
held only a few positions of trust, most of his service being in the 
United States Senate. 

These letters, as a whole, are unusually valuable in that they 
throw light on various problems perplexing the country during: 
this critical period of American history between the year 1826 and 
1876. Students of Negro history will be primarily interested in 
the letters in which we find mention of the African trade with 
Brazil, his speeches on slavery, on the fight for Missouri and 
Kansas, and on the abolition movement. His correspondence shows, 
moreover, what he thought about the extension of slavery, the 
stealing of slaves, legislation regarding the institution, and the 
power of Congress in the territories. There are references to the 
Compromise of 1850, the execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, the 
struggle in Kansas, and the demands of the South in the great 
crisis. The space which he gives to the opinions and the doctrines 
advanced by Stephen A. Douglas, the rights of the slave States in 
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the territories, the attitude of Seward, and the election of 1860 is 
considerable. 

As Robert M. T. Hunter lived to see the Reconstruction worked 
out, it is interesting to note his attitude on the part he felt that the 
Negro should play in it. He did not believe that the elevation of 
the Negro to the status of citizenship with the right to vote or 
hold office would be good for this country. He referred frequently 
to the experience of Negro governments in Haiti and Jamaica to 
support his theory. He felt that it would result in the formation 
of the black man's party which would persecute the white man and 
the Negro control of affairs would result in the destruction of all 
the elements of material prosperity and moral progress. He be- 
lieved that, as it happened in these islands, the black man's party 
would so persecute the whites that they would be driven from the 
country, just as the Haitians had persecuted the whites and made 
it illegal for them to hold real estate in the island. Even if the 
Negroes did get control of the Southern States and persecute the 
whites in the way that he suspected that they would, it would only 
be a matter of time before the North would rise up against the 
blacks thus exalted and overthrow them. Hunter disclaimed any 
hostility toward the Negroes but insisted that their welfare was to 
be promoted in a way that was contrary to their own future plans. 

Finding a Way Out. By Robert Russa Moton, An Autobiog- 
raphy. Doubled ay, Page and Company, New York, 1920. 
Pp. 295. 

This story, according to the author, was written because of the 
repeated and urgent solicitation of those of his friends believing 
that such a story would serve an essential pupose in helping to a 
clearer understanding of the hopes and aspirations of the Negro 
and the difficulties which they have had to overcome. The author 
has endeavored to record these events which have given character 
and color to his life and at the same time to reflect the impressions 
made upon his mind by experiences that he could not always 
reconcile with what he had learned of American ideals and 
standards. 

The story begins with an interesting account of the coming of 
the ancestors of Dr. Moton out of Africa to serve in the new world. 
There is a short sketch of early life on the Virginia plantation 
where his parents first connected themselves with America, cover- 
ing the boy-hood, early training and first impressions of the author 



